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May CFMC Dinner Meeting

The May meeting of the CHICAGO FM
CLUB will be held on Wednesday, May
19th. at Brandy's Restaurant. Located 4
blocks south of the I-55 Cicero exit at
the corner of Cicero and Archer at
52nd. Street. It is just North of Midway
Airport in Chicago. The meeting will
start at 8:00pm. You may come earlier
If you wish. "Please" let me know if you
are coming, contact me "no later" than
Monday May 17th. because | have to
let the manager of the restaurant know
how many people are coming so he can
make his arrangements. There is ample
free parking in the lot. Everyone is
welcome, bring a friend, hope to see
you there! Contact me Tom KB9AJMat:
312-842-6381. or tom-kb9ajm@sbcglobal.net
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Board Meeting Edge Brook Field House
04/21/10 Taken by Tina KC9CMO

Attended: KCOCMO, WAI9FTS, W9XB, N9CBE,
WODMW, KBO9SAR, K9VO KA9TRG & NOKTW

Called to order 7:03pm, Steve introduced John
N9AWQ to the board who has great Tech
knowledge and gave a report to the board about
what was discovered at the AON building. Rick v
very appreciative. Rick presented a quote from
Tesco for the AON site listing 3 antennas & 3 fee
lines for $3788.80 including shipping & tax. Rick
motioned for the approval & purchase of the iterr
Bob KB9SAR 1st, Don WODMW 2nd and all
agreed. Howard stated the reason for the horribls
issues lately with the repeater is that the receivel
was shut off and when he turned it back on thing
were better. Per Rick the Barrington, Worth &
Downers Grove sites still need work. Steve K9V(
stated we need another Board meeting soon do
discuss other issues as time has run out & Ken <
we will have another one soon. Steve motioned 1
closethe meeting at 8:02pm Don 1st, Mike 2nd &
all agreed.

CFMC Meeting Minutes
04/21/10 Edge Brook Field House
Taken by Tina KCO9CMO

Attendance:

KA9TRG, N9CBE, K9VO, KC9CMO, KB9SAR,
NILXF, N9KTW, WAO9FTS, NK9A, KBO9OOR,
NOIHZ, KO9WLS, KA2DRQ, KB9YEK, W9XB,
KCI9PQY, N9VKY, WODMW, KB9SAR, KORCL,
W9ILOB, KA90OBZ, WA9EMY, KOMF, AB9OP,
KC9POL, KCOMSG, N9HIN, WA9KOD,
KC9QCY, KE9SJ, N9CC, K9KDE and N9LCE

Meeting called to order at 8:20pm.

Minutes for the last months meeting were appro\
Mike WA9FTS 1st and Howard N9KTW 2nd.

1st Readings: Gordo WBGNOA, Orson N9YSC, and
Andrew WD9GCN

2nd Readings: William KC9QXG, William 3rd KC9QXO
Gerald KC9POL, James KA2DRQ, and Jerry N9LMH.

3rd Readings: Tom NV9U

Mike motioned to vote in Orson N9YSC, Gerald KC9PC
and Tom NV9U. Marc AB9OP 1st, Rick W9XB 2nd and
all agreed. Also Marc announced Henry K9KDE is now
AE/Extra. Congats to all!!

Treasurers report:
Mike WA9FTS announced Chase at $2378.83 and Nati
City $1000.00.

Tech report:

Rick W9XB said he is working on many issues with mo:
of the systems right now. Tom KE9SJ brought up the 2:
north problems Ken advised him we are working on it T
then said Tom KB9AJM has volunteered to help fix it Ti
suggested that both Tom’s let Rick knofatleeir plans.
Bob KOWLS said he has volunteered to help but Rick h
not gotten back to him and then asked Rick how many
techs we have and Rick replied 4-5. Tom KE9SJ said 2
needs to be a priority and Rick explained right now the .
building is so it will have to wait. Stan NK9A also advise
the members that anyone who would volunteer needs t
adhere to the guidelines set forth by the buildings the si
are at etc to prevent future problems.

EXPO: Mike stated it is moving along. Ken said he has
spoke to some vendors who might be interested.

Field Day: Stan said he has been very busy but he has
radios, 2 antennas, a computer for tracking log and mot
you would like to discuss OR to help with field day, plee
e-mail Stan ahk9a@hdémail.com

New Business:

Mike announced two constitutional amendments that ne

Minutes -Continued on Page 3
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to be voted on. One is regarding voting
procedures and the other about a spending |
w/out board approval for expo

chairman. After realizing no one discussed tl
limit with the expo chairman Marc ABOOP
made a subordinate motion that the voting o
the expo limit amendment be tabled till the
next meeting to allow the board to discuss it
with the radio expo chairman. Rick 1st, Lynn
2nd majority agreed. Mike read the rules anc
procedures for the voting process. Proxies
being eliminated passed; yes 22 no 4 vote
counters were Tom KE9SJ, Larry KB9OOR
and Joe N9HIN.

Howard N9KTW motioned to adjourn the
meeting at 10:05pm, Tom KE9SJ 1st, Larry
KB9OOR 2nd and all agreed.

Board Meeting Monterey
04/29/10 Taken by Tina KCO9CMO

Attended: KC9CMO, WA9FTS, W9XB,
NI9CBE, WODMW, KB9SAR, KO9VO &
NOKTW, KA9TRG & KB9AIM

Called to order 8:35pm

Old Business: Ken brought up Stan not bein:
able to be at Field Day from 5-10pm Rick sa
he will be there to cover him and will e-mail
Stan to let him know. Mike said the new
equipment for the AON site has been ordere
and will be delivered May 5th. Tom asked Ti
about the certificates she is working on with
Mike and she advised him when done it will |
a new member packet. Bob has now finishec
the repeater sites to list in a pamphlet and st
is one step closer to presenting the package
the board. Tina asked Ken if he has the

donation proposal/options for the club and he said no v
have it by next meeting. She then asked Rick if they
caught the 220 jammer, he said it has been down so n
need now. Tina also asked if the 6 meter duplexers are
fixed he said no. then she asked what is going on with
grant research he said the person who was helping hin
quit so no more he can do now. Finally she asked Rick
about the site switching issues as he said would have i
done by the April meeting he stated he has had some
personal issues and has been unable to handle it right
But the AON site is the priority right now so will have tc
wait till June probably. Tina asked Mike if the ideine
log is done he said Ken will bring up the Help line issue
She then asked him about the community service add
Mike said they are not doing it now. She then asked if |
has brought the budget for board review and he said
spending has been in line so no need for one right now
Then she asked Don if he and Tom found the equipme
list he said no so she then asked if the new equipment
been listed and tagged, he said some has and some h
Tina asked Howard about the controller programming ¢
why it is an issue as Tom has done a recording annout
the 220 net with no problem, which was activated well
after the membership brought up announcing the
meetings. Tom stated he went directly to the controller
himself andwill do the same for the announcement for t
meetings and nets himself this week.

EXPO: Ken asked for an EXPO update Don said that

KB9SAR has written pitch letters for the vendors whicl
are going out shortly. Tom suggested other vendors as
well he encountered at AES and will talk to Don & Stev
on the side regarding them. Tom also said he will cont:
Joe N9HIN about the Worth site to help with maintenar
Tina asked Don if the grounds will collect the outside

electric and he said he spoke with George and we hav
do it. She then asked him if he received quotes for the
signs and he said he is working on it has had some iss
lately. She then asked Don if he has checked with the
insurance regarding covering the loss of the antennas

Minutes - Continued on Page 4
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feed line for 2 meters & 440. He said he will do i
tomorrow still has the information. Tina asked
Mike if all of the EXPO money owed has been
turned in now & Mike said yes it has.

New Business: Tina motioned announcing
Birthdays on the nets to improve moral with Tom
permission. Don 1st, Steve 2nd and all agreed. -
will provide a list based on the roster for Tom to
give to his control opps. Tina suggested using G
Medal Ideas for club members to order CFMC
items. The board said they will review the site ar
discuss it at the next meeting. Ken brought up
getting rid of the help line & using the internet.
Rick motioned it, Don 1st & Tom 2nd, all agreed
Mike said he will look into which e-mail address
use & will publish it in the Squelch Tale as well a
let Tom know so he can get it to his net opps. Ke
brought up the Brandy’s meeting, he has review:
the floor pan and previous issues; Tom has assL
him it will work this time. Don motioned the May
meeting be held at Brandy’s as long as the
corrections are being handled. Steve 1st, Rick 2|
and all agreed.

Picnic: Ken brought up the picnic and if it should
be combined with Field Day or not. Tina said the
membership itself is divided on this issue and
suggested holding an announced membership v
to decide. Ken stated it costs too much to also ht
a separate Picnic as they pay for the Field Day fi
as well. Tom motioned we do a pot luck (bring y«
own food and grill) at field day and not have a
separate picnic. Rick 1st, Howard 2nd, all agree:
but Steve, Lynne, Bob and Tina who abstained.

Ken adjourned the meeting at 10:37pm. Don 1st
Steve 2nd and all agreed.

Constitutional VVote

One change was voted on for the
Constitution at the April meeting. The
change passed 22-4 by the members
present and in good standing.

Consitution Article VIII - Meetings -
Membership

Previous Version

Sec. 3. Written notice of all meetings shall
be mailed to all members in advance of said
meeting. At meetings of the membership,
full members in good standing personally
present or submitting written proxy, shall be
entitled to vote. The Board of Directors shall
determine the manner of balloting. Any full
member may request a secret ballot prior to
said vote.

New Version

Sec. 3. Written notice of all meetings shall
be mailed to all members in advance of said
meeting. At meetings of the membership,
full members in good standing personally
present

or submitting a mail-in ballot preceded by a
written request for such a ballot, shall be
entitled to vote. The Board of Directors shall
determine the manner of balloting. Any full
member may request a secret ballot prior to
said vote.

Change Your Address / eMail?

Send updated info to the
Secretary to insure your
newsletter and mail can get to you

on time.
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Field Day
June 26th & 27th

Off of Grand Ave east of River Rd
in River Grove in the Park

Greetings : As field day chairman | would like to take a moment to bring the CFMC
membership up to speed on my field day plans . Field day is the last weekend of June the
26th and 27th this year. The "contest" begins at 12 noon on the saturday and runs to 1400
hours Sunday . The purpose is to prove out the "communications no matter what" motto of
Amateur radio . We set up an impromptu radio site, and try to make as many contacts as is
possible during the "contest" period . Most of the Operations are on HF , and as We will be
using the club call signs of WA9ORC , any licensed op can operate on HF . | know some of
you are constrained to vhf/uhf operations due to living arrangements and this is a great way
to experience the HF bands , using some basic equipment . We would particularly like to see
volunteer operators between the hours of 8pm and the early morning . There is nothing like
the thrill of operating the low bands in the dead of night and | plan to have some pretty
competitive gear available to make your effort worth it . If you would like to gain some
experience in setting up a station like this , We will be at the field-day site about 10 am
Saturday stringing antennas up thru trees and hopefully setting up a triband three element
HF beam on a bucket truck . running power cords, firing up W9XB's logging computer, and
setting up the two HF stations | will bring to the site . Hopefully one of you can bring a two
meter fm rig and antenna , and possibly a 6 meter station . | will have a a spare power
supply (bringing 3 - 12 volt supplies ) available to assist you if required . In conjunction with
Field day, CFMC will have a club picnic and a "potluck barbeque". Mr Tom Stobble and the
rest of the Board members invite you to Bring Your own grill, food and refreshments , to the
field day site located in River Grove. This is the same place as last year just west of
Thatcher/Cumberland on Grand Ave in River Grove . It should be fun and | hope to see you
there . | would like to extend my thanks to Phil N9PA for arranging the bucket truck and
field day location again this year as well as Radio Rick's generous donation of computer and
software for the logging. Finally, a thanks to Tina KC9CMO and Bob KA9SAR for asking me
to again run the field-day follies. Its nice to see active volunteerism so well regarded at
CFEMC. One thing | would need is a couple of volunteers with large vehicles to collect the
gear | will muster at my home QTH to bring to Field Day. Specifically, | will try to get the
club beam and rotor assembly, the spare bits of coax and sundry gear all in one place ready
to go that Saturday morning. If you think you can lend a hand, please contact me via my e-
mail - nk9a@hotmail.com It should be fun and quite a party,




Page 6

SQUELCH TALE

May 2010

Meeting at Brandy’s

The dinner will have a “Buffet Dinner” with
everyone paying for their own meal. There is
also the option of ordering off the menu.

QST from the Trustee

Hi fellow CFMC members.

| just wanted to take a minute and share a few thoughts abol
few things. With the recent repeater problems that we have
| have heard some very distressing things over the repeater.
have heard members complaining about the fact that it was |

working right, and why didnfTHEY get it fixed

yet. Hearing these comments on the repeater bothered 1

greatly. It is not only our members that hear these comment:
other people who may be potential members. These comme
make our club look bad , and we sound like a group that doe
care about our equipment.

The “THEY" is our technical committee, which | am a part

Our crew is all volunteers, and most of us have to take a day
of work to go to the various sites during business hours to fi
things. Sometimes thisn't practical on a given day. Our main
transmitter is located on the AON Center, and both their sec
firm and our landlord require a minimum of 24 hours notice t
have access to the equipment. We are also NOT allowed on
roof by the antennas, for safety reasons and per the terms o
lease. This means that an approved contractor has to be
contracted to do antenna work. All of these items add to the
that a repeater is off the air.

I have not heard any of the members that have commented .
the time lag in getting things done offer to assist the club in
anyway, be it technical or things such as “ FIELD DAY",
“RADIO EXPO” and other club functions and activities. . | an
not asking for a lot , BUT it would be nice if there was a LOT
less complaining, and little more help.

Sincerely, Howard, N9KTW, TRUSTEE

CFMC 2M Foxhunt
April 17th, 2010

by Tony AA9CC

It turned out to be a wonderful spot just
on the other side of the fence behind
Joanie's work. | just should have hidden a
little further back on the big hill instead of
down in the hole. Charlie said he hid there
before Lex was born. Some hunters just
steps away didn't see us. 5 watts at 35
feet aat, 10 db antenna gain.

Ed. Note:To see where Tony and Joan hid,
look on the CFMC web site: Foxhunts and
a link will lead you to the spot. It really
was a great spot. They were in the woods
just south of a shopping center south of
75th St and west of Lemont Rd. They were
covered in a camo tarp and very hard to
see.

1) Matt (new ham KC9SEM), (Patty) on
N9CBA team, Tom, John WD9EXW, Janet
2)W9RA (no flashlight)

3)KBODIM

4) WA9FTS and N9LFX (overshoot
conversion problem)

Fox AA9CC with KC9QQY
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June 2010

What's Happening This Month at CFMC!
S M T W Th F S

KOQLC

AB

6 7 g [ SRO 9 10 11 12
WODMW Meeting KC9DSM

AB

13 14 15 JCFMC 14 17 18 CFMC 19
Meeting 2M

Brandy’s Foxhunt
WJIOM
AB

20 21 22 23 24 24| Field 25
KBOYEK Day
W9AJJ

AB

Field g 27 28 29 30
Day N9AWQ NOHIN WD9GEH

Calls listed above have birthdays this month.

A - Ham get-together at Brandy’s - 5200 S Cicero Ave - 9AM to Noon
B - 220 MHz Preservation Net - 8PM - CFMC 220 North - 224.100 MHz

May 22nd - WeLCARS Hamfest - 71 Nippersink Blvd, Fox Lake IL

June 6th - Starved Rock Radio Club Hamfest - Bureau County Fairgrounds, Princeton IL
June 9th - SRO Regular Meeting - Edgebrook Field House - Life and Death of a Star

June 16th - CFMC Regular Meeting - Edgebrook Field House - Program to be announced
June 20th - Six Meter Club of Chicago Hamfest - DuPage County Fairgrounds - Wheaton IL
July 11th - Fox River Radio League Hamfest - Aurora Central HS - Aurora, IL
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Officers CHICAGO FM CLUB
President The Chicago FM Club is a not for profit
Ken Havlick KA9TRG  Amateur Radio Club operating the

Vice President
Howard Godlberg NO9KTW

Secretary
Tina Odrowski KC9CMO
Treasurer
Mike Brost WA9FTS
Board of Directors
Tom STobble KB9AJM
Lynne Bosnyak NO9CBE
Robert Odrowski KB9SAR
Steve Bosnyak K9VO
Rich Duel W9XB
Trustee

Howard Godlberg NO9KTW

Chairman
Field Day NK9A
Fox Hunts WA9FTS
Program/Picnic KB9AIM
Refreshments N9CBE
Squelch Tale WAIFTS
Technical W9XB

VE Testing AB9OP

WA9ORC/R reepeater systems. Member-
ship is open to all licensed Amateurs and
is encouraged of those who use the
repeaters. Annual dues are $25.00 ($15.00
65 years or older).

For information on the Chicago FM Club
and its repeater systems, call the club
“Ham Help” line (773) 262-6773 and leave
your complete name, adddress and call
sign. Ask for the Info Pacl and it will be
sent out shortly in the mail or can be sent
via e-mail.

SQUELCH TALE
Squelch Tale is the monthly publication of
the Chicago FM Club. It is available on an
exchange basis or by subscription to
anyone outside CFMC'’s coverage area.
Ad space is available. Write for details.
Permission is given to reprint any original
Squelch Tale material provided credit is
given and “Tale” is not spelled “Tail”. We
welcome all new articles. The deadline for
publication is the last day of every month.
Contact mikeb2006 @comcast.net.

Repeaters
146.16/76 MHz PL Access 170.2 (1B)
The transmitter is located on the AON
Center in downtown Chicago with an
antenna height of 1200 feet. The eight
receiver sites are located in Chicago, Park
Ridge, Worth, Waukegan, Barrington,
Downers Grove, LakeCalumet and Joliet.
Short QSOs are encouraged during
morning and evening rush hours.
Autopatch is available to members in good
standing. Echolink is available to all. Write
for details and access codes. Breakers
should be allowed immediate access.

222.50/224.10 MHz Carrier Access
On-site located in the Chicago Loop.
Breakers should be allowed immediate
access.

222.58/224.18 MHz Carrier Access
On-site in Worth, IL. Breakers should be
allowed immediate access.

448.75/443.75 MHz PL Access 114.8 (2A)
O-site at the Aon Center. Echolink is
available to all. Breakers shold be allowed
immediate access.



