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QST from the Trustee

Hi fellow CFMC members.

I just wanted to take a minute and share a few thoughts about a few things.  With the 
recent repeater problems that we have had I have heard some very distressing things over 
the repeater. I have heard members complaining about the fact that it was not working 

right, and why didn’t THEY get it fixed yet.   Hearing these comments on 
the repeater bothered me. It is not only our members that hear these comments, but other 
people who may be potential members. These comments make our club look bad , and we 
sound like a group that doesn’t care about our equipment

 
I am also bothered by the lack of members volunteering to assist the in other ways . I haven’t seen a lot of members volunteering to 
distribute “RADIO EXPO” flyer or sell tickets. “RADIO EXPO” is our means of keeping the repeaters on the air. Without a successful 
show, we are going to eventually be unable to maintain our equipment. I did stop by “FIELD DAY” for a little while on Saturday (with my 
daughter in tow), again not a lot of club members there. Actually it was the same guys I see every year.  I guess I am curious why none of 
our younger and newer members don’t participate in the activities of the club. 

Here is the report on the current state of the repeaters at AON As of a visit to the AON center on June 17 2010. 

2 METERS:
  A) Replaced defective power amplifier . Old amp was only putting out 50 Watts, Installed one is putting out the full 250.
 B) Had the second 2 Meter antenna installed by the installation company so that the repeater has separate antennas for transmit and receive, 
which has increased the apparent receive sensitivity.
 C) Disconnected a defective duplexer. This was used  to allow 1 antenna to serve as both a transmit and receive antenna. With dual 
antennas, this unit is no longer needed at this site.
 D) Most of the receive sites are up and running correctly. A little audio balancing is still necessary, BUT the system is working a whole lot 
better than it was a month ago .
 E) The defective 2 Meter amplifier is currently under repair. It was found to have a couple defective fuse holders, they are being replaced at 
this time.

440 mHz
 A)  Installed new DEDICATED antenna and feedline by the antenna installation company for the repeater.
 B) Check and adjust sensitivity of the receiver.

6 Meters, and D-Star…. All  was fine and nothing  needed to be adjusted.
 
Sincerely, 
Howard, N9KTW, TRUSTEE 
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Change Your Address / eMail?

Send updated info to the
Secretary to insure your newsletter

and mail can get to you on time.

Secretary Notes for CFMC General Meeting of June 
16th 2010 by James KA2DRQ

The meeting was called to order by Ken KA9TRG at 
8:08 PM
Board Members Present : Ken Havlick KA9TRG, 
Howard Goldberg N9KTW,  Mike Brost WA9FTS, 
Lynn Bosnyak N9CBE, Tom Stobble KB9AJM, 
Rick Duel W9XP, Steve Bosynak K9VO. 
Minutes from last meeting were not read due to Club 
Secretary not being present.
New Member Readings by MikeWA9FTS:  The 1st 
readings at the June meeting were: Alan Moyzis 
KC9IMF, Mike Dusa KC9PHW, and Barry Nelson 
K8YVT.

The 3rd readings and new members were: Andy 
Galiardo WD9GCN and Gordon West WB6NOA.

At the meeting: W9GFH, N9LXF, KA2DRQ, 
KC9LRZ, KA9TRG, W9XB, KB9OOR, K9VO, 
N9CBE, KB9AJM, WA9FTS, KA9OBZ, AB9OP, 
K9JQ, N9IHZ, K9WLS, N9CC, N9KTW, N9VKY, 
Mike Nawacki, Maryna Bellisario.
Mike WA9FTS was then asked to give a Treasury 
Report:
 $165.00 was collected due to New/Renewing 
members. 
$170.00 was collected for Radio Expo from Tickets 
and Tables sold.
Balance in the Bank is now: $1643.59 Statements 
were available for review.
Ken KA9TRG then asked Howard N9KTW for a 
Repeater Update. He has found an issue in the 2-
Meter machine located at the AON Building. The 
Receiver for AON has been shutdown. He will look 
at in next 1-2 weeks this is due to locating a manual 
for the receiver and access to the site AON requires 
24 hours notice.  Status was then given on the 440 
MHz machines. The antenna people are backed up 
1-1 _ weeks due to weather, everything else is good. 
Rick W9XP stated that we should wait for the 
antenna people they could charge us $2000 to install, 
basically that are giving us a handout, so we should 
wait to save the clubs money. He also stated that the 
220 MHz North site Phasing Harness was found 
flapping in the wind. Its 10 years old so he removed 
and re-secured along with weatherizing it. It is 
working nice and now Skokie users can hit the 
machine. Tom KB9AJM stated that the 220 MHz 
South machine seems to be 5 KC off in frequency. 
Rick W9XP  

stated that this highly unusual due to frequency synthesis 
being used. Ken KA9TRG then stated that it is probably 
a user location issue. James K9JQ stated that is probably 
the splits are incorrectly programmed. George W9GFH 
asked if you can hit both machines. Rich W9XP said it 
should not be bad. Ken KA9TRG moved the topic over 
to the cost of the news letter. It costs .34 cents to print 
each news letter and .44 cents to mail. If people would 
be willing to switch to receiving the newsletter 
electronically the club will save the money. Bob K9WLS 
asked why isn’t the news letter published in Braille. The 
issue was tabled for the future. Ken KA9TRG then 
moved to Radio Expo and  asked Steve K9VO for an 
update, he stated that a 2nd list of vendors is being 
worked on by Don W9DMW, Bob KB9SAR, Ken 
KA9TRG. Also we are at the same level at this time as 
we were last year. Ken KA9TRG then stated that we 
need to more ticket sales and we need more members to 
sell tickets. George W9GFH asked how many buildings 
will we have this year? Ken KA9TRG stated 2 buildings. 
Mark AB9OP then stated that the current VE test time 
ends at 12 PM and he would like to extend the time until 
2PM. He stated that he will talk to the board about it and 
he asked if the VE’s at the meeting would be willing to 
say. All stated yes. Ken KA9TRG moved the meeting 
over to WA9FTS concerning Radio Expo. Mike 
WA9FTS stated that Tower Electronics will be there, but 
we have an issue. Signs will be needed; some of the 
signs from last year were not picked up. He also stated 
that Don Wondolkowski W9DMW has some signs in the 
storage area.  Mark AB9OP suggested that a checklist be 
made up of where the signs are located. Mike WA9FTS 
suggested the we place an ad in the Boone County Fair 
Flyer; this can be sent electronically and will cost about 
$200.00. He then spoke about J&A Lunchbox the will 
give up a 15 % discount for Breakfast and Lunch at 
Radio Expo. Steve K9VO stated that the deal was 
brought to the club by the Radio Expo Chairman.  Marc 
AB9OP stated lets table to issue per Roberts Rules until 
the Radio Expo Chairman is available. Lynn N9CBE 
suggested that this issue be brought to a board meeting.  
Congratulations to Mary Lou Quinn she won $14.00 in 
the 50-50 pool.
Motion to adjourn the meeting by Rick W9XP
Seconded by Howard N9KTW
Meeting adjourned at 8:40 PM 
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E-Mail or the Post Office?
Over 70% of CFMC members are now receiving 
Squelch Tale via e-mail. Getting the club’s 
newsletter electronically saves the club cost to 
have it printed and mailed. To have each 
Squelch Tale printed costs about 55¢ and the 
postage is 44¢. This means the total cost is 
about $1.00 for each issue sent throught the 
mail.
Electtonic versions get to the members sooner 
and are in great color, especially when photos 
are included. Issues sent by mail are in black 
and white and photos don’t look so good.
Think about changing to electronic versions if 
you are now getting the newsletter in the mail.

CFMC 2M Foxhunt - June 19th, 2010

by Tom N9CBA

It was a hot day, but it turned into a really nice hunt 
night for the June 2010 CFMC foxhunt. That 
Saturday was nearly the longest day of they year.

Patty and Matt had hunted with Tom N9CBA on 
the May CFMC hunt, and they had been the ones 
to find foxes Tony and Joanie in the woods. Matt 
had wanted to hide in the Rt 30 and 34 region -- a 
high area about 4 miles east of their Montgomery 
home. Checking a topo map showed the highest 
places. After checking several candidate
locations, the foxes, Tom N9CBA, Matt N9SEM, 
Patty, and John WD9EXW selected a place under 
some high-tension power lines that used wooden 
poles. 

Matt's M-squared 4-element Yagi was placed 
vertical about 20 feet atop a pole, and the pole 
was strapped to one of those poles. The antenna 
was driven by Matt's new 75-watt Yaesu FT 
2900R. The antenna was carefully pointed at the 
starting point in Addison. The 30 watt setting was 
sufficient, despite the distance, due to the
advantageous location and antenna. The distance 
had been estimated to be farther during planning 
the required transmitting setup, but the calculator 
at http://www.chemical-ecology.net/java/lat-
long.htm calculates 20.8889 statute miles to 
41.707858N 88.28363W from the 41.944116N 
88.030041W Addison starting point. Everybody 
had a good signal throughout the hunt.

There was an adjacent water tower, which had 
been placed there because of the high altitude. 
The water tower may have served as a beacon 
marker to help guide the foxes at the end. That 
would explain the short hunt times that all had, 
despite nobody taking the I-88 tollway for the 
faster way.

The munch was at a new Portillos in growing 
Oswego.

1. Tony AA9CC and Joanie  9:00
2. Charlie KB9DIM, Alexis N9VRA and Missie. 
9:11
3. Mike WA9FTS and Paul N9LXF 9:15

-KB9AJM'S Corner-
As Program Chairman, I would like to thank Mike Brost 
WA9FTS for giving CFMC a very nice program "Life 
and Death of a Star"
I personally want to thank Elton WA9AYQ for giving 
CFMC his fine reports on the Repeater when there is 
Storm or Tornado warnings around our area.
Congratulations to Gordon West WB6NOA and 
Andrew WD9GCN who became Club Members of 
CFMC last month!
The next Meeting of the Chicago FM Club will be 
Wednesday July 25th. at the Field House at 8:00pm. 
6100 North Central Ave. Bring a friend! We will not 
schedule any programs during July or August because a 
lot of people may be out of town or have other things 
going on during those months. I am pretty sure that we 
might have a program for September and October if all 
goes well.
If you would like to see the pictures that were taken at 
the CFMC May 2010 Dinner Meeting, go to the web 
site: www.chicagofmclub.org  look under "Activities" 
then look under CFMC Meeting May 2010. You will 
see a very nice slide show.
Don't forget every Tuesday night to check into our 
CFMC Net at 9:00 and also check into the 220 MHz. 
Preservation Net every Saturday evening at 8:00  Catch 
you next month!
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ARRL Field Day with the Chicago FM Club - June 26, 2010 

The weather was cooperative for the most part. Sunday was another story with a storm that blew in during 
the morning hours. Luckily this year it wasn’t 90 degrees out with heat indices of 100+. Bob (KB9SAR) & Tina 
(KC9CMO) headed over to Stan (NK9A) home to pick up the club beam antenna Friday the day before the 
event to save time and travel. We got the beam for 20 meters along with the mast, rotor, 160 meter Loop & 
lots of miscellaneous equipment in totes. We loaded the equipment into the truck and tied the antenna down 
on the roof rack and waited until morning time. I got up early and started our day by picking up all the ice, 
lots of bottled water, soda, hamburgers, bratwurst, the grill, and all the fixin’s, and away we went to our Field 
day location with the truck fully loaded to the gills! Upon our arrival we had a crew of club members, and the 
public works employee by the Village of River Grove setting up the boom on the bucket truck raising the 20 
meter beam up about 60 ft. Talking about team work, the crew had everything set up in less than 2 hours!  A 
BIG  Thank You goes to  NK9A , W9XB,  KB9YEK, N9IHZ, KC9CMO, WA9FTS , N9VKY, N9KTW, N9PA (for 
making arrangements), and the Village of River Grove for the bucket truck use. 

Stan (NK9A) strung up a new homebrew loop antenna from tree to tree for 160 meters, Rick put up a G5RV, 
and Bob (KB9SAR) set up a 2m and 440 station for the talk-in on 146.550 simplex. Radio Rick brought his 
computer for logging contacts as well. Hap Holly from the Rain Report also showed up to the event with his 
wife. Shortly before making contacts at 1 pm, out came the BBQ Grill, and we started cooking. Thanks for 
putting the grill together and bringing some Tab to drink “WA9FTS”! Thanks to the club, and several people 
who remain anonymous for donating money towards the grill & food  (you know who you are) and thank you 
once again. Thanks also go out to the following operators who operated radios in the day, the evening time, 
and overnight ...W9XB, NK9A, KC9LRZ, N9CBE, KB9SAR, N9VKY, K9VO, WA9AYQ and lastly the best CW 
operator on the planet. Tim WD9DZV. We made over 300 contacts in 24 hours! All though we had a lot of 
static crashes on many bands, we still pulled it off. 

 *** SPECIAL THANK YOU Goez out to Tom “N9IHZ” for buying the sweets, the hotdogs, home made baked 
beans in a slow cooker, The Rye Bread, and bringing out more electric fans to cool us members down, and for 
making biscuits & gravy in the morning for those operators who pulled an all nighter. We will never forget 
your good gesture to the club, Tom!

** BIG THANK YOU Goes out to Kristy Wondolkowski , her mom Vicki Wondolkowski, Shannon & Heather 
Wondolkowski, for helping out with cooking, food preparation, donating ice, beers, and miscellaneous foods in 
addition to what the club and other members provided. Thanks again, I can’t wait until Radio Expo to see you 
again with all that great food you guys cook up. 
Special Thanks to The Village of River Grove Public Works for providing the bucket truck, the Park District for 
letting us use the Gazebo and there grounds. Additional thanks also go out to Pioneer Press for being there to 
interview us. Lets not forget our sponsor “ Seagram’s VO”.  Photos and an article will be published in the local 
newspaper about our club and the Field Day event soon.
 
To all the rest of the people off the streets, the neighborhood, the on-lookers, and members who stopped by 
and supported our event, there were approximately 40 visitors and staff total….Thank you for being there! 
Those who didn’t show up from last year….well….you missed out I guess.

Stan (NK9A) Field Day Chairman
Radio Rick (W9XB) Assistant 

Bob (KB9SAR) Promotions / Grunt Worker / Writer of this report. 
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August  2010
What’s Happening Next Month at CFMC!

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30

Calls listed above have birthdays this month.

A - Ham get-together at Brandy’s - 5200 S Cicero Ave - 8 AM to Noon

B - 220 MHz Preservation Net - 8PM - CFMC 220 North - 224.100 MHz

July 10th - South Milwaukee Amateur Radio Club - American Legion Post #434 - Oak Creek WI

July 11th - Fox River Radio League Hamfest - Aurora Central HS - Aurora, IL

August 5 - 7 - Radiofest 2010 - Willowbrook Holiday Inn - Willowbrook IL

August 11 - SRO Meeting - Edgebrook Field House- Japanese Secret Submarines

CFMC
Meeting
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CFMC
2M
Foxhunt

A B

A B

A B

A B

31

SRO
Meeting

KB9DSQ

KG9E

KB9TOR

K9TPK9VK

AB9WQ
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Board of Directors
Tom STobble KB9AJM
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Squelch Tale WA9FTS
Technical W9XB
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CHICAGO FM  CLUB
The Chicago FM Club is a not for profit 
Amateur Radio Club operating the 
WA9ORC/R reepeater systems. Member-
ship is open to all licensed Amateurs and 
is encouraged of those who use the 
repeaters. Annual dues are $25.00 ($15.00 
65 years or older).
For information on the Chicago FM Club 
and its repeater systems, look up the 
club’s web site - www.chicagofmclub.org 
and leave your complete name,email adr 
and call sign. Ask for the Info Pacl and it 
will be sent out shortly in the mail or can 
be sent via e-mail.

SQUELCH TALE
Squelch Tale is the monthly publication of 
the Chicago FM Club. It is available on an 
exchange basis or by subscription to 
anyone outside CFMC’s coverage area. 
Ad space is available. Write for details. 
Permission is given to reprint any original 
Squelch Tale material provided credit is 
given and “Tale” is not spelled “Tail”. We 
welcome all new articles. The deadline for 
publication is the last day of every month. 
Contact mikeb2006@comcast.net. 

Repeaters
146.16/76 MHz PL Access 107.2 (1B)
The transmitter is located on the AON 
Center in downtown Chicago with an 
antenna height of 1200 feet. The eight 
receiver sites are located in Chicago, Park 
Ridge, Worth, Waukegan, Barrington, 
Downers Grove, LakeCalumet and Joliet. 
Short QSOs are encouraged during 
morning and evening rush hours. 
Autopatch is available to members in good 
standing. Echolink is available to all. Write 
for details and access codes. Breakers 
should be allowed immediate access.

222.50/224.10 MHz Carrier Access
On-site located in the Chicago Loop. 
Breakers should be allowed immediate 
access.

222.58/224.18 MHz Carrier Access
On-site in Worth, IL. Breakers should be 
allowed immediate access.

448.75/443.75 MHz PL Access 114.8 (2A)
O-site at the Aon Center. Echolink is 
available to all. Breakers shold be allowed 
immediate access.


